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Photos from the 1st Annual 

Paws For Your Heart Walk 

Lace up your walking shoes, grab your leash, and 
bring your best pooch to the second annual Paws 
for your Heart Dog Walk on Saturday, June 6, 
2009, at Douglass Community Center in Leesburg.  
Proceeds from the 5K walk benefit the Loudoun 
County Animal Shelter and Douglass Community 
Center Advisory Board for children’s programs. 

Advanced registration forms are now available 
online at www.leesburgvet.com.  A pre-registration 
day is scheduled for Sunday, May 31 at Douglass 
Community Center from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  
Registration will be available on-site for $20.  All 

registered participants will receive a Paws for your Heart commemorative t-shirt. 

On-site registration begins at 8:00am on June 6. The walk begins at 10:00am for 
runners and 10:15am for leisure walkers.  Activities and exhibits continue until 
12:00pm. 

The Dog Walk is a great way to get out in the fresh air and enjoy some exercise with 
your dog or kids, while helping two good causes.  In addition to the walk, you can 
enjoy fun activities for kids and pets alike, including music, a moon bounce, face 
painting, exhibits, and food.  If you’re looking for a pet, there will be dogs available for 
adoption from the Loudoun County Animal Shelter just waiting to meet you!   

All additional activities are free and open to the public; however you must be 
registered to participate in the 5K.  We hope to see you there!  

Dog Bite Prevention  
Every year, approximately 800,000 people 

receive medical attention for dog bites. 

And, the ASPCA estimates that 50% of 

children will be bitten by a dog before their 

12th birthday.  That’s why May 17-23 is 

National Dog Bite Prevention Week - a 

great time to teach children to be safe 

around dogs. 

The majority of bites occur from animals 

that children already know—whether their 

own pet or the pet of a friend or neighbor.  

Children ages 5 to 9 are most at risk for 

injury from a dog bite, and the risk 

decreases as they age.  But children can 

also easily avoid danger when it comes to 

dogs, by learning this simple pledge 

(courtesy of the ASPCA):  

I PROMISE TO STAY SAFE AROUND DOGS 

1. I will not stare into a dog's eyes. 

2. I will not tease dogs behind fences. 

3. I will not go near dogs chained up in yards. 

4. I will not touch a dog I see loose (off-leash) outside. 

5. If I see a loose dog, I will tell an adult immediately. 

6. I will not run and scream if a loose dog comes near me. 

7. I will stand very still (like a tree), and will be very quiet if a dog comes near me. 

8. I will not touch or play with a dog while he or she is eating. 

9. I will not touch a dog when he or she is sleeping. 

10. I will only pet a dog if I have received permission from the dog's owner. 

11. Then I will ask permission of the dog by letting him sniff my closed hand. 

http://www.leesburgvet.com/
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Where The Wild Things Are 

Employee of  the Month  

Jessica Shields is April’s Employee of 

the Month! Jessica is being recognized for 

her excellent and unselfish work as an 

Animal Control Officer.  Her efforts to 

ensure her duties are accomplished and 

then looking to help her co-workers is 

highly commendable, especially in 

covering calls for fellow officers.  This 

recognition also acknowledges the 

assistance she has provided to shelter 

staff, her handling of a very difficult dog 

case that resulted in her being injured and 

the excellent work she did in handling her 

first dog in livestock case. Her 

compassion for animals was never 

more evident than when she fostered 

and nursed one of the foxhounds 

injured in the fire at the Fairfax Hunt 

Club.  Her unselfishness and great work 

ethic serves as an example to other 

staff along with her love and 

commitment to the animals. 

Thank you Jessica for all you do! 

What We’re Up To... 

Big Bunnies 

Meet Brutus & Chummy—a pair of 

English Lop rabbits looking for new 

homes! They are big boys, each 

weighing in at approximately 16 

pounds.  They are a bonded pair, and 

must go home together because they 

are the best of friends! They are 

lovable, gentle giants who would make 

wonderful additions to any family. 

Come visit them today! 

Happening in Purcellville 

Join Animal Care & Control on 

Saturday, May 16 at the Town of 

Purcellville’s Health & Safety Day! 

Animal Control Officers will be on 

hand at the Loudoun Valley 

Shopping Center from 11am-3pm 

to teach visitors all about their jobs 

and how they serve the 

community! 

 

Congratulations Jessica! 

 Spring is here, and as we spend more 

time outdoors enjoying the beautiful 

weather, we have more opportunities to 

come into contact with the critters that 

share our environment.  

Wildlife watching can be lots of fun, but it 

is important to remember to keep a safe 

distance. The furry critters that inhabit 

our backyards and parks may look like 

cute cuddly cartoon characters, but in 

reality they are animals that are not 

accustomed to making contact with 

people. It is important to remember that 

they are not socialized, and should be 

left alone. Feeding wild critters will only 

make them dependent on you and can 

create quite a nuisance if they decide to 

permanently move in!  

The best rule of thumb for peaceful co-

existence with wildlife is just to leave them 

alone. Be sure to educate children not to 

touch wild animals and to keep a safe 

distance to limit possible exposure.  

When wildlife does become a nuisance, by 

either hammering on the side of the 

house, digging a den under the front 

porch, or eating all of your brand new 

landscaping plants, there are solutions.  

The Virginia Department of Game and 

Inland Fisheries has information on their 

website: www.dgif.state.va.us on common 

Virginia nuisance wildlife and solutions. 

You can also contact a pest control  

company to assist with removing nuisance 

wildlife.  Animal Control responds to calls 

when the animal is sick or injured, or has 

become a threat to humans or domestic 

pets.   Be sure to keep your pets’ rabies 

vaccines up to date in case they become 

involved in an altercation with wildlife.   

You can learn more about wildlife in the 

“Links” section of our website: 

www.loudoun.gov/animals. 


